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A GOOD RAPIDTRANSIT BILL
The favorable action of the Sen ¬

ate Cities Committee on the Hsberg
bill raises hopes of the speedy

passage of that measure as amended

Is the vexed question of future
subways solved at last If so some

share of the credit must go to Will-

iam

¬

M Ivins ab the author of the
amendments

TIle bill as modified is designed

to quiet the objections of its oppon¬

ents as originally drawn while yet
safeguarding the public interest It

provides that contracts for construc ¬

tion equipment and operation must

be let separately by the RapidTran ¬

sit Commission unless the Board of

Estimate and Apportionment shan also decide that public policy will be

better served by combining them j limits the term of the operating lease

to twenty years authorizes the construction of pipe galleries and em ¬

powers the Mayor to fill vacancies in the Board as he has himself sug ¬

gested that his successor might do
Thus the occasion for criticism of the Commission as a selfperpetu ¬

ating body is removed two vital mistakes of the cits first subway ven ¬

ture are corrected and the problem of separate or joint construction and

operation is left to the adjudication of a board well constituted to guard
the citys interest

The bill indeed appears to meet all rational objections and to pro ¬

vide a satisfactory basis of agreement which distinctly brightens the out ¬

look for rapid transit
The City Club of course remains to be heard from Will it con ¬

sent to the sacrifice of its pet Page bill which the acceptance of this
compromise measure makes necessary On its attitude toward the new
E berg bill will depend the construction to be put on its motives in op¬

posing the bill as originally framed with a measure which had the outward
aspect of legislation drawn for the benefit of special interests

TOO MANY WATER COMMISSIONS
Senator Gardner of RrooVl has introduced a bill to abolish tha

City Water Commission There are now four bodies which have to do
with New York Citys water supply not including either the Legislature
or the Board of Estimate

These four are Commissioner Ellison who looks after the old water
system j the bipartisan Aqueduct Commission which draws salaries for
prolonging the construction of the Croton storage new
City Water Commission which has charge of the Esopus scheme ancl
the State Water Commission with supervisory powers

This complicated subdivision of responsibility is absurd and expen ¬

sive There should be only one Water Department in New York and
the man at the head of that should be in charge If he is faithless or in

> competent it is the Mayors duh to remove him and appoint a better
t man The subdivision of power greatly accounts for the enormous water

I
waste and the failure to utilize the watersheds which the city already owns I

CHILDREN OFF THE STREET
A speaker at the Mayors hearing on the bill to remove the track

from Death avenue said that the children killed by the trains there were
those who tried to steal rides on the moving cars or to pilfer from them
HP added

Let the clergymen who are protesting so loudly against the tracks on Elev-
enth avenue tell their parishioners to keep their children off Eleventh avenue

The rest ot the speech was never heard being drowned in a roar o
angry remonstrance Yet the opinion was typical of the attitude of man
elements in the community

It is the attitude of the automobilist who dashes at fortv miles an
hour through a country village and says Let them keep their children i

off the street if they dont want them to be killed
It is the attitude of the trolleycar magnate who orders a speed to be

maintained through crowded streets that endangers life It is the attitude

blasts
of the careless contractor who makes the street dangerous with heavy i

It is about time for a revival and better enforcement of the good old
commonlaw view of the streets as public highways where any man mayI go upon his lawful nccasrns and here even a child is sife
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F1 Dav lifnox e J iw Yo laHefniua UllaI In lo> tf ulth Ainli l> uiuten whcun lie hon
rvT3cw l frcnj i totei riM lie la er eaxefl
her trom leim Ml iiw < J Oi loam ne
from Ann that eh c I 4u ieat tuig r f-

HJTOV itivcterlouf euur he taUo her tcarj k tj> nff lo a Mrs Fdby Mrs Fob
I1vc In a iulloiv hrik Jioux on tlu ic-tif and In a ivMfr rt itolcn Ktxi 3e Uer
hv < oii4 Jake K ti > u cncnlnal las Leen-

reI I b uiiknonn fllnl lo Mil Annie1I81n lit u Uainng this cplrlts
tht flrl <vwi > to enottir houa Lffiiax
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PTER xi-
A Visit in the Night

nUSborhooi of tho 0 1fJW-

T THE k hou e sceinvd to ho unu u
dull when the two friei M

rose cd It SoTivbow tile street lights
Siva out less glow than they should

1 Tlw hnunR jUPlf was dark I01d gl my
There WHS not a Mar to be seen and

the moon was bfnlid a Uopth of cloud
that scorned not even to have a sliver
lining

Going to bo a mean nlffht osld-
Garvln IIHho limpod along with hl
crutch Where shall we slow our-
selves

¬

If I Ind my way replied Ixinox
I siionlj en > ln kle the house

It Ii a devoir Idea But have we any
logcl rl t to hreaic Into u house tvnd-
fip jid tho night

H nlj mil Lonou wIth a laiujrh
But we nvist no remain hero talking

Nobody will com>

Lcrx hI <ivurollid manv blocks
In that vltlntv Mut It was not diff-
icult

¬

f r him to tnd u ulaac
This jvjig n shelf red nook In a cor

ner oi a t>o rti onnoil to the rellow
brick hOi A fiom which the two
watchers uutoineJ a complete view ot
tM Iront of the resldeaoa ot the well

known nml much d elred Mr FobSoi m aucer 11 be watchlnir a hoii-
1Ikt lInt it nlcht I am not used t
dark s enpa Wiien I cot bu v tho i
Is usuallv to much llsht said Ga
vln

There imv he llcht said Leno <

But It Is frPnuontlv obscured b
Fmok There IH Hunt cn uch row
The nywn It ip same moon ond the
lIars lire tho ssiirio tars Hut there Is-
somotlilne in the way

Tliore was a silence of about a min ¬

ute
There always la said Garvln-

Riftly
Their Vue a loigcr silence

I dmt believe thut woman Is coming
home tonight upolco up Gun In

Cant we sinoke
No

Anjthtr silence followed
The policeman on tho poat for Uio

nlnht pussed tlnm He looked shon y
Hello1 That you Lenoxyes
Taking a sun bath
Yes
Well as long as vou dont take any ¬

thing else on tho beat you wont bo
called down boforo the Con ml Bsronor

With this wise and umlobutalule truth
the pnt olrr nn puwc on In tho gloom

Hey whispered Lenox a few min-
utes

¬

Inter
1 see replied Garvln-

Tvo forms had appeared suddenly
fom some place out of ranu und
were climbing tho eteps of the yellow

I brick house
Vhnt do you think askoj Gnrvln-
Hltt T PJ arc prolvibly herv frr-

9 Foby Possibly she has deter-
mined

¬

not to return tonight and has
sent thccn for clothlnc or something
els

Could to burglaro raid darvln-

f rit t i l
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An Early Plant
By J Campbell Cory
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To the Edtor of Ti EvfnlnK World
Porir i ir i lode r-

youngAlrls for bclns fond of danclnr
<< u a id iouwbp ubiut asking

1 mi osJwoen am fonJ t dancing
euchre theatres tc nrl am net and
hiylltn but 1 am fond of cooking and
haAe my housework to do exery day
I embroider and con moito mv own
waists I am not the ilj Ie out-
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So the couil-
iiiu trtu men were at tho from

and ono looked around as If mahin
euro there vs no nn her Th olliti-
nils tumlillne nlth tic look

Well find out nhat they wont said
Lenox-

Thev loft tliiMr hi lln r i >1nr > nad as
they did to the to men dhappoared
Inside the houso

As rapidly as Garvln could hobble
they crossed tha street and ancended
the steps

The hall was perfectly dark and jet
from the dlnlngioom there came tho
suspicion it a gleam It noa a darki
lantern

>>nox stepped through the hall moro
rapidly than Garvln went slow ¬

ly btonmo his crutch mMe a noise If-

lio trird to hurry
LPI X stcjrxl 111 the deep shadow of

the door and saw tho two thieves at
work

They had opened a drawer In an old
buffet ami w i e n m i

out watclits nki i braceets rings
silverware m rvtUng hilt Is loot to
the second tlon man thp pickpocket
lhe thus and H SMI al thief

TliLi Is great I cnox hoard one of
Iho m > n s ly We i ouldnt muke a
haul like tills In FifUi avenue

How could jou replied the other
bunslnr when all the stuff In Fifthavenu seems o come here

They and with them a bor which Jcrccetdod with profmoional ooolncoa to

mv acquaintances to bo thus accomplls-
ji t c i frlcnda there Is only

i IT 03 t do nry housework She
Is too lazy even to dance

JERSEY CITY
Cnn Anr One holie TIiU

To thi Editor of Thoe Evenlnr World
1 notlccxl the following example
Ono hour after a train left a cer-

tain
¬

station the engine brolre down
und then proceeded at threefifths IU

Lenox had his In

nil with iluables-
tenox wan doing some hard thlnklnHe knew Uiat Mrs Fob hnd heeD ar vj lv rr of stolen property But slv had

iwoni to him that she was oucvi nompar Yet hore WILl practical pronr
that nlio was keeping up hor old buslq

Garvln reached hIs side and lookedovor Ixsnoxn shoulder
Ih0 > Itans of the dark lantern madetho VAl cKunhintr tleiir < t Otn vdarvin n Klged Lenox Th Te was rornxpono
located tia H could bo on tho atagp

tho scent wouU make a hit The poll o
niaii ma iiiuian both Injured theilorJtn r a the two burglars tho waver
Inpr gleam of the lantern and the bo of
valuables mode ft remarkable scene

One of tho burglars rose
l I wonder If thrr U anythinn to eater 110 uJ4

i <t Oo

orlglsal speed arriving at Its destina-
tion

¬

two hours late If the train had
run fifty miles further before break
In drMi t would ta i voi Kt
Its destination forty minutes sooner
What was the distance between the
st itlons1 Will readers wok out the
onswer to this

JROBERT P THRONE
Sayre Pa

> lnnn r and Thrrin tiif < era
To tlie Editor of The Evening Wrd

I read the letter of the V iglnlan who
coirpalns of New Turk moib mann < ra
and says men hero dont t ik p oK thlr
hats wCjen enterln hotel lobUrs ard
when mectlni ladles on Ihl etrect and
dont leave their hats oft while talking
to them It mis t> wJl no ugh far

revolver hand again
Lwts get what we can and clear outsaid the other
Lenox took a mulch from his pocket
In an Instant the scene changed

Knonlnjr 1ist where the ga jt woa
located Lciox by a rjulck and certain
motion hnd Hruck the mntch and tho
tiw o luitonlabril burglars saw tho llarnoof the iras aH unler It a mon with om >

luirrve urni but holding n rorolvcr In hlasound hand
nave Lenox rasped ono

There wan an ugly look on both fnce
I Mil worry to Intrude said Lenoxciilmjv but I hairoencd to have n littlebusiness here myself tonight OIM now

thnt ie are together perhaps It 1 be
In order for in to tell you that yox iremy prisoners

a lug full end the taller of
tho two His defiance eeornod to In-
spire

¬

the other and the two toirtatntly
out rTolv au

f
iiJ
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peopla to do that In warm Virginia but
tor Xew York jwplo to Jo that wimn-

tho thermomoter riglsterj twenty or
more below zero It wouiJut do very
well C H-

Overcroivilfd Car plnforw
To tti Editor of The Enng VbrJd

With thousands of others I votes tho
sentiment of Magistrate Pool In regard
to the street railroad company allowing
the rear platform to be crowded
when there ore plenty of coats In the
car No ono should be permitted to
stand outside when there ate seats In-

side Many times you will see both
women and men left standing on the
cnrnci unahe to fight their way on-
board the platform being crowded and
no elton made by the conductor to
clear It J E T

You may shoot ftnrt said tenox-
I dont care to hoot unless I am com

wiled to do so You know me and of
course you know that I recognize you
Suppose vou Wiled me Thor la an-
other

¬

man looking at you who knows
vru and who would ihave you In tho
han 13 of tho police m two hours

A3 he spoke he was handling bla
tol carelessly They put theirs back In
their pnoketa Then he dill the eome

What are you golngr to do asked
one

i am going to take you to the sta-
tion

¬

Cant wt fix up Ome way
I Not wVh mo

Now look here Lenox You know
this thin means a long time Sot us

I should think ao
Whats the uso You dont gain

anything bv running im In WJiy not
cimo to same agreement Well act
fair You don t want this stun I hONe
w a bundled wtlth me-

I dont want It eaid Lenox Como
along aid be nulot

Where Is your other man
Oh said holl arrive

Tho burglar wfjo had eald nothing
about coming to terms leaped at-
Lnox and struck him

You wont take me he said
Lenox slhtly staggered by tho

Wow fell backward but reached for
his revolver acaln-

Tho burglar Joshed tOT the door
There wis a peculiar swUhlng sound

and ihe noxt moment tho croasarm
of the crutch landed on his head Ho
fell tint and unconscious and Garvln
hobbcd Into the room

Just In time he said A crutch
Is a tough thins to run up Against

Tho remaining burglar glanced from
I Garvln to Lenox By this time Lenox

had his revolver in ohm hand again
Its up to you sold the bUrglar

If you cant make a deal do what
jou please

Garvln said 1emor X can hold
this fellow covered You Stet eome
rope

Garvln had never been In the house
before But ho made about three hob-
bles

¬

toward the kitchen door and re-
turned

¬

theroform wlHh a clothesline
You dont need that said the bur ¬

glar who was conscious I wont tight
I cant trust the other fellow aald

Lenox
Both were bound water was used to-

rnvivu th victim of Qarvins crutch
and In ten minutes a moit peculiar pro
ccsalon let the vdlow brick house and
hcnilod for the precinct stationhouse-

Tho officer on post met thorn and
str red

In that your Bun bath ho gaspod
Keep your eye on tha yellow houie

sold Lenox Somebody may go there
Tho man on post swung his nlght

sUck and tried to find a rift In the bonk
of clouds

Looia u if somebody bad bo re-
marked

¬

ft he walked on-
OcIItiRue

1
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NEW YORK THRO1 FUNNY GLASSES

By Irvin S Cobb
have here a practical working model of the oldstyle Hattire faMo

WE equipped with electricity and other modern inuprovoinonte
Once upon a time thats the way they always start the Hare

and tho Tortoise ran a goasyouplease raco from the Battery to Ono Hun ¬

dred and Twentyfifth street
This said the Hare to himself after watching the Tortoise climb

aboard an uptown trolley car is going to be Hko hypothecating the glu¬

cose gumdrops from Baby Gladys Ill leave the opposition LO far behind
at the finish that parties in the grandstand wont bo able to tell whether
Brcr Terrapin Is running last In todays raco or first In tomorrows We I

come of a mighty fast stock any way you take us Look at tho Belgium
branch of the family four sets of babies every year sometimes five Th
grip microbes dont raako a much better showing than that Sometime i

1 think the President makes a mistake in not adopting ono of our folks
for an emblem Instead of a stork But speaking now of this speed contest
presently Ill hop out and catch the Through RedLamp Limited on Mr I

Ryans Head and Ill be hitting the homestretch while my hardsbeil Bap-
tist

¬ I

friend is admiring the legs on tho Seward statue passing Union Square J

But in the mean time I think I might as well enjoy a nap j

So he lit a fresh cigarette and eased his eyeglasses off the brldgo ot
his nose and put his feet up on the desk and drifted off into a William
Travers Jerome that lasted thirty minutes Then he put ou his hat and
dropped down into the subway On the platform two ambulance surgeons
wore assaying a ticketchopper for potmetal 1

I

f

What is that asked ono of them a nugget
No said tho other its a lung Hold his legs a minute until I get

the granulated Tralls out ot tile aesophagus His windpipe looks Hloa fl-

rightofway
But mere steel particles even in bulk couldnt bluff J Henry Hare

He climbed aboard a northbound express found his favorite strap and pre-
pared to do the Harlem hike in record time nut the regular fast soaeduls
had been laid up tor repairs ever since the day the road was finished thAI
trip was thickly punctuated with fullstops and semicolons For doll the
harrowing details see any regular patron of the line

Mcanwhllo the Tortoise was progressing toward the tar distant dea-
tinatlon in a coaserratUe but consistent maunor The trip was enlivened
by pauses when the motorman leaning over the> dashboard plucked par-
ticles of pedestrians in the past tense out of the fonder or tho conductor
administered the Mrs Minor Morris treatment to lady passengers who had
failed to atA for transfers when they first got aboard or tho crow Allied up-
on the platform to salute one of tho Metropolitan Juryfixers On on they
Journeyed past birdSox apartmenthouses and squirrelrage hot LS until
thy neared the goal It was noar night The official lainplirhtor of the Up-
per

¬
West Side was turning on ths gas in tile only street light that burns

regularly north of Fiftyninth street
Five hours later the Subway express direct from the Dattery without

change of cars rolled into tho station at Ono Hundred and Twcntjfifth
street But AJoyslus Tortoiso wearied of waiting had collected the
amount of the wager and gone to bed

THE FUNNY PART
The flftecnmimitestoHarlem slogan needs revising a heap more

than Aesop does
+

City Table Talk
By Charles R Barnes

i
city folks Is nleerlsh never seen th beat

TIIKSHway they mumbles nonsense wen tfhey et down t eat
Tom th son I visit brought out th que< rUt chat

Last evenln at a dliiner he give here In hit flat
A lady says Caruso aint ho th cunnln de rl

I My Tom allowed tht poker gltn played more ervry yeaij I

Another feller murmured I do dOTe thto town
An Toms wife says Oh Mamie aint that a lovely aowu-

tn 1

Slch babblln rn elch chatter fr growedup folks Hke Gamut
I kinder plans t top It an ays Ahem atosmt i-

I
I been areadin lately somo aolentlflk man
Has flgpered out fr certain jell wen th world began
I thought phaps theyd holler DJe ever ae tBi1 bcatr
But no One ays Oh really Another says Row mvettl

t-

An then thoy took t gassln about th itylee In do a r I

Quito frequently rovertln t them tool Broadway Ubow-
oIII

t II

tWy dang rwt In W kentry wen w set town f Mi
VII talk o Bomrthln1 serious Eh crops th price o wheat I

Er bout th preachers sermon er politics bgoah ii-

I
Not foolish BdhoolgIrl toplca an soft drtsomakln bosh
Th city fallen gay us nn call oa rabf an yap I

I They say weve got no culohure tht may be true pTiapj I

But In th rooral Jrestrlcts ill decent talk ud balk
At anythJn approoxrhin thli city table talk J

f

THE MOCK ORANGE
BRIDGE WHIST CLUB

By Grinnari Barrett
theyve token poor Mrs Gabalong to tho sanitarium said lira

YES Quiver Vilcelrosfdent of the Mock Orango N J Rrldgo Club
and now her ihusband Is going around everywhere saying that It was aQ

brought on by bridge Did yuu ever htnr of such a thing
if you really would like to know J cnn tell you exactly whats given MmGnlxilong the nervous prostration It WilD the new rulo the club parsed prohlblbIng conversation during play Now Mra Onbalcngs Wen of n glorious Immor I

tolliy xiuld be to have a Jawbone that never got trcd I veataiiiy bnevo he
conception of heaven Is a place where you have your ehoteo bctvtoi p ilr ctf
wines and another tonffuo And jet ehos forover saying that she e n M 0very few words Thnt may bo true hut aa Mio uses nil of thom OK d over
again a gieat many times It amount to the snmo thing < n t lOll T

Yes Indeed Im qulto certain In my own mind It WelOf the ruie m < nlklns
that sent the womun ort to tho snnltarlum Of roune from tlie rrv l r ilngwa
decided that talking nt tho table would bo discouraged but na4iially r l yty paidany attentson to that thnt c at CXJUTFO nob xly who hail erre iitji carry
tho run of the cards In hor heart nnd talk at the enmo time paId mv i i na to-
ftbut there were a few oaeeldcd creatures who InsStrted Hint trlUlj no their
minds oft their game And finally Mm Colcfcct ot a 1l1M bacttii1 nho rot so
Interested hearing Mr Addlook tell about her Gymptnma that sho fair it to 8t1XO
herself She promptly raised a fuss So they pnMcd tio rulo Aril rev whoa
anybody starts to nay anything at the table tho other throooay Shh IIUo that
nnd then of course When they do you thut wjiy juu oro IwUlrg tot a c oco 10-

Btt even And nt ycbtorrtays meeting It soxuideU oametlmea as If eoiiewdy Wft-
9thoolng a lot ot hens out of a flower hod

Well It was Just Blmply too much ftir Mrs Galxilcrg rd wv shpo In a
place where the nurses so around wdPh rubbersoled ehocs on nnd te ft ors ue
all padded and the doors swing on leather hlngFa tuid noo J cprnks n w ord oWl
loud and they wtnt let you cat popcorn bccano It macai a hv when jio
chow It I guosi Mrs nahalong will go crazy thcio In t nllt lr Inoy roaUft
want her to get well Its my private opInion they had bof < c Bond her to a phOlJ8le
graph fuctOTy

Dear me I know I hfwo more trouble than MIl Kman nllvn The bfT40

from tho catpicr nnd tJio dcoinoi nitl thn povltryor hut fioort nounj-
rlglit

GXacttJt
somehow hut of cotmo vou cnti ttt ull him n clljicencr all came In ta-

gether and now Sir Quiver Ii ijlnr my cMrjMijurco Is sUn to drive him t
the poorlvouse H never stops to think about nil tho Beautiful prizes Iv weja-
He Just puts bls head In hla hands and RTOIUIS In ft very depressing way and lIa

I Tba man wlio AId two could live an cheaply as one meant they could IIC
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